
 
1 August 2011 
 
Dear Colleagues, 
 
Since the publication of the WAO WHITE BOOK ON ALLERGY, several WAO Member Societies have 
requested another chance to accept the invitation to contribute to the section, “Member Societies 
Survey Report.”  
 
Special Request: 
 
New WHITE BOOK Survey Invitations Will Be Sent by Email on 3 August 2011 to all Presidents and 
Primary Contacts of WAO Member Societies which are not currently included in the WHITE BOOK. 
 
The invitations will link to the survey – http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F6PBY2F - and ask for the 
survey to be completed no later than 25 August 2011. WAO will then generate a report from the results 
of your survey data for inclusion in an updated version of the WHITE BOOK before the end of the year. 
There will be only one update, and it will be available in digital format for widespread distribution. 
 
Surveys Must Be Completed by 25 August 2011 in order to be included in the update. 
 
The WHITE BOOK benefits all Allergy, Asthma and Immunology Societies: The WAO WHITE BOOK ON 
ALLERGY is a valuable tool for use by all Member Societies in advocating for the allergy, asthma and 
clinical immunology specialty. I strongly urge you to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity. 
Please look at the recommendations that follow this letter on how to use the WHITE BOOK and your 
Society’s report for advocacy. 
 
I can’t emphasize enough how important it is to publish information about the current status and needs 
of the allergy/immunology specialty in your country or region. Through the WAO WHITE BOOK ON 
ALLERGY, WAO has provided a global platform for presenting this local information as well as a 
complete overview of the issue of allergic disease as a global public health concern. I look forward to 
seeing all countries and regions represented in the updated “Member Societies Survey Report” of the 
WAO WHITE BOOK ON ALLERGY. 
 
House of Delegates Reminder: Deadline 7 September 2011 
 
Also, please remember that all WAO Member Societies have been requested to select their delegate 
representative(s) for the 2011-2013 House of Delegates. Please note that the in-person meeting is on 7 
December in Cancún, Mexico during the XXII World Allergy Congress (WAC 2011). If you haven’t already 
appointed your delegate(s), please link to the House of Delegates Form 
(http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SWDRJLZ) to complete the simple questionnaire. You will have until 
7 September 2011 to submit your society’s representation. If your delegate selections have not been 
submitted by 7 September 2011, your society’s President will be automatically appointed as the WAO 
House of Delegates 2011-2013 representative for your society. You will find all information about the 
Congress at www.worldallergy.org/wac2011. 
 
Thanks a lot, and I am looking forward to seeing each and every one of you at the XXII World Allergy 
Congress in Cancún, Mexico, 4 – 8 December, 2011.   
 
All the best, Dick 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/F6PBY2F
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/SWDRJLZ
http://www.worldallergy.org/wac2011


HOW TO USE THE WAO WHITE BOOK ON ALLERGY 
 
 
The WAO WHITE BOOK ON ALLERGY has been 
designed as an advocacy tool to explain the 
scope and burden of allergic diseases and the 
need for enhanced allergy education at every 
level of the medical profession. WAO Member 
Societies will receive two copies of the WAO 
WHITE BOOK later this year. 
 

Deliver a Copy to the  
Ministry of Health 

We recommend that Member Society leaders 
request a meeting with the national Ministry of 
Health and deliver one copy of the WHITE 
BOOK as an introduction to discussions about 
allergy as a major national public health issue. 
This will provide an opportunity to present 
evidence about the increasing prevalence of 
allergic diseases, and that planning needs to be 
in place to provide care for the young 
population of atopic individuals who will carry 
the conditions into adulthood. 
Show government departments how to measure 
the success of national allergy plans – refer to 
the WHITE BOOK chapter on prevention to show 
that appropriate early intervention can 
considerably reduce emergency department 
and hospitalization costs 
 

Deliver a copy to your national  
College of Physicians 

If the status of allergy as a separate specialty is 
under review or discussion, the WHITE BOOK 
could be a helpful resource to your national 
college of physicians. Your Member Society 
could provide your second copy to the college. 

 

Highlight your Member Society’s  
Individual Report 

Your Member Society’s individual report is 
already available in the online version of the 
WHITE BOOK, or will be when it is updated. 
Your report could be used to explain your 
national needs in terms of enhanced allergy 
education for physicians and allied healthcare 
providers. It can be a focus for discussions on 
the creation or definition of the specialty and 
the current or anticipated shortfalls in service 
provision and allergist numbers that are 
required to care for your country’s allergy 
patient population at local, national, and 
regional levels. 

 

Distribute the Link to the  
Online Version 

The WHITE BOOK can be accessed online, so 
any communications regarding local allergy 
issues can include a link to this essential 
document; for example, when contacting 
medical schools about the need for allergy 
education at the undergraduate level, the 
WHITE BOOK link can be provided as a 
reference.  
 
The WHITE BOOK will be a valuable reference 
and advocacy tool for any 
allergist/immunologist. Please tell your 
members about the book and how to access it 
by visiting www.worldallergy.org.

 

http://www.worldallergy.org/

