
 
March 2011 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
As we prepare for our Board meeting in San Francisco this week, let me share how pleased I am that so 
many of the WAO Councils and Committees and other groups will also meet:  
 
Awards Committee 
Communications Council 
Education Council 
Emerging Societies Program Council 
Scientific and Clinical Issues Council 
Specialty and Training Council 
Web Editorial Board 
WAO Journal Editorial Board 

Special Committee on Immunotherapy 
HAE International Alliance Steering Committee 
World Allergy Forum Advisory Board 
Small Airways Working Group Steering 
Committee 
Steering Committee for the Junior Member 
Group 
WAO Industry Leadership Group 

 
(http://www.worldallergy.org/wao_societies/committeesandcouncils.php) 
 
All three of the XXII World Allergy Congress committees – Congress Organizing Committee, Congress 
Scientific Program Committee, and the Local Organizing Committee – will also meet.  
 
It will be a busy and fruitful time for WAO. I want to thank all of you on the Board for making the time to 
lead and / or attend these meetings and beyond that for your leadership on the initiatives and for inspiring 
non-Board members on the committees to collaborate on WAO initiatives. We cannot have too many 
chances to meet in person, and when we do, we have to make that time productive. All of you will receive 
your schedule for the WAO meetings early this week, so please bring it with you and keep it handy. 
 
PLEASE Read the Materials for the Board of Directors Meeting: All of the materials for the Board of 
Directors meeting on Friday March 18 are posted on the Basecamp site in “WAO Board of Directors” / 
“Files” / “Meetings – Upcoming” 
(https://worldallergy.basecamphq.com/projects/4379294/files/cat/4670690). Why is it important that you 
review these materials carefully before the Board Meeting? It is very important so that we can efficiently 
cover the multitude of items on the Agenda, including Board elections for 2012-2013. Chairs, please 
assume that your reports have been read by all  Board Members before the meeting; so, rather than 
reading a report we will spend the time discussing the main points, inviting new ideas as well as 
questions. With regard to elections, each of us should spend time prior to the meeting reviewing all the 
CVs of nominees. Review them first for who is most qualified to serve on the Board, particularly, to elect 
individuals who bring something unique to the Board that will enhance WAO and its activities. 
 
What’s New with the XXII World Allergy Congress? Tom Casale and I have been meeting weekly to 
finalize the program and review proposals submitted by WAO Board Members, WAC 2011 Committee 
and other experts in the field of allergy, asthma and clinical immunology. Speaker invitations were sent 
out to over 200 speakers during the week of February 28, and the acceptance rate is very high. The 
Preliminary Scientific Program and Call for Abstracts will be made available during the AAAAI Annual 
Meeting in San Francisco.  We look forward to sharing the program with you during the Board Meeting on 
March 18. 
 
By now you have seen the new Cancún Insider. As part of ongoing promotion of WAO’s biennial 
Scientific Meetings, we have launched a new electronic newsletter with a marketing focus. Branded for 
WAO scientific meetings with the word “Insider” as part of the title, the newsletter showcases the meeting 
and updates readers on different aspects of the meeting as they unfold, from scientific program 
development to accommodations and tours to social events and the region where the meeting is being 
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held. The Insider format consists of succinct lead paragraphs that expand to longer news articles for 
further information and incorporates photos and attention-grabbing graphics, facts and trivia, and local 
features. WAO staff has informed me that since its debut early this year, the Cancún Insider tripled the 
World Allergy Congress website traffic having as many as 2,700 hits a month. The newsletter will be a 
significant marketing tool for this and all other upcoming meetings. When you receive it, forward it to your 
colleagues to pique their interest. Insider content is also archived online 
((http://www.worldallergy.org/wac2011/insider/index.php). 
 
This week WAO will also launch its Junior Members Group during the meeting in San Francisco. Ignacio 
Ansotegui, Juan Carlos Ivancevich and Tom Casale have been working on this program to better serve 
our junior members and help to strengthen the future of our field. These young physicians and 
researchers will have the opportunity to be part of a worldwide professional network with benefits tailored 
for them, occasions to interact with the leading international experts in the field and the opportunity to 
develop a leadership role in the specialty. To qualify they need to be in training or working in the field of 
allergy / clinical immunology, be 35 years of age or under, and be a current member of a WAO National 
Member Society. Over the next few months, WAO will learn more about their needs and help them to 
arrange educational and social activities at WAO scientific meetings, starting in Cancún. A website 
dedicated to the WAO Junior Members Group has been established where potential members can obtain 
more information and apply for membership (http://www.worldallergy.org/juniormembers/). Later this 
month, on behalf of the Board, I will send a letter to all the Member Society leaders with details about the 
Junior Members Group to help them encourage their members to become involved.  
 
It’s a busy and great time for WAO. I thank Charu Malik and the staff for all their wonderful help and 
assistance during these past several months. Thanks also to all Board Members. In summary, thanks for 
all your FANTASTIC work. See you at the AAAAI Meeting in San Francisco!  
 
All the best,  
 
Dick 
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