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RUBY PAWANKAR, MD, PhD, FAAAAI  

 

Ruby Pawankar MD, PhD, FAAAAI, is President of the World Allergy Organization (WAO). She is Professor of 

Allergy, Department of Pediatrics at Nippon Medical School in Tokyo, Japan, and Guest Professor at the Kyung 

Hee University School of Medicine in Seoul, South Korea, and Showa University School of Medicine in Tokyo, 

Japan. After graduating in medicine from the Armed Forces Medical College in Pune, India, Prof. Pawankar did 

her residency and post graduate work at BJ Medical College, Pune. Thereafter, she trained in Allergy & Clinical 

Immunology at Nippon Medical School and Juntendo University School of Medicine in Tokyo, Japan where she 

earned her doctorate.  

 

Prof. Pawankar serves on numerous committees of several academic organizations and grant reviews, is a 

Member/Fellow of many academic organizations, including the Collegium International Allergolicum, and has 

served as President of some of these organizations. She has delivered numerous orations/named lectures 

nationally and internationally. She is a recipient of several academic awards including the Pravasi Bharatiya 

Samman Award from the President of India for excellence and achievements in medicine.  

 

Prof. Pawankar’s research has focused on the cellular and molecular mechanisms of allergy, in particular 

characterizing mast cells and T cells, epithelial cell-immune cell interactions, novel roles of IgE, mast cell-IgE 

cascade, environmental pollution, immunotherapy and new therapies for respiratory allergies. This has resulted 

in 382 publications including peer-reviewed original articles, invited reviews and book chapters. She is Editor/ 

Associate Editor of peer-reviewed journals and books including the WAO White Book on Allergy and Allergy 

Frontiers and is a co-author of consensus documents.  

 

At an organizational level her vision is to create a channel of dialogue with multidisciplinary stakeholders to 

address the unmet global public health issue of asthma and allergic disease in an integrated approach that can 

lead to increased resources for research, improved patient care, better health care delivery, and preventative 

strategies. 

 

MOTOHIRO EBISAWA, MD, PHD, FAAAAI 

 

Motohiro Ebisawa MD, PhD, FAAAAI, is a member of the Board of Directors, World Allergy Organization (WAO). 

He is Director of Allergy at Sagamihara National Hospital, Clinical Research Center for Allergology and 

Rheumatology in Sagamihara, Japan. He also serves on the Board of Directors for the Japanese Society of 

Allergology and the Japanese Pediatric Allergology Society.  

 

After graduating in medicine from The Jikei University School of Medicine in Tokyo, Japan, Prof. Ebisawa did his 

residency at Jikei University Hospital, and was a visiting resident at St. Thomas Hospital (UK). He did his post 

graduate studies at The Jikei University School of Medicine, where his earned his doctorate. 

 

Prof. Ebisawa is also a member of the GINA Assembly and the CIA. He has won multiple awards, including the 

Astra Allergy Research Award. 

 

HUGH SAMPSON, MD, FAAAAI 

 

Dr. Sampson is the Kurt Hirschhorn Professor of Pediatrics at the Mount Sinai School of Medicine in New York, 

and the Dean for Translational Biomedical Research, the Director of the Jaffe Food Allergy Institute, and the 

former PI and Director of the CTSA program at the Mount Sinai Medical Center. He previously served as the PI 

and Director of the Mount Sinai GCRC and the Johns Hopkins Pediatric GCRC.  



 

Dr. Sampson has nearly 30 years experience in translational research focusing on food allergic disorders and 

basic immunologic mechanisms responsible for these disorders.  His research has been funded continuously by a 

number of grants from the National Institutes of Health and private foundations. Dr. Sampson is currently the PI 

of the NIH-sponsored Consortium on Food Allergy Research (6 universities), an AADCRC program project 

conducting a number of clinical trials investigating novel therapies for the treatment of food allergy and 

investigating basic immunologic mechanisms, and the Mount Sinai institutional Clinical and Translational Science 

Award. He has published over 350 articles and 60 book chapters, primarily on clinical and immunopathogenic 

aspects of food allergic disorders, and co-edited four books. He was elected to membership in the Institute of 

Medicine of the National Academies in 2003 for his research.  

 

Dr. Sampson is past chairman of the Section on Allergy & Immunology of the American Academy of Pediatrics 

and the past-president of the American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immunology. 


